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. _ _ OCTAGON HOUSE ' -
Watertown, Jefferson and BodgeCountizg, Wisconsin,

Qwner. Descendants of John Richards

Date of Erection. 1853

Architect. Probably John Richards
Builder. John Richards

Present Condition, Fairly well preserved

Number of Stories. Your

Materials of Construction., Brick walls snd chimneys. Wood
porticoes and cornices.

Other Existing Records. None known.

Additicnal Data. See goilowirx% F.a%ers.
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Watzrtewn Octaronel Houss,

o

Thig houze iz built some distance Trom the east limits
of the city of Watertown, Wigconsin, The prenises

front on coe of the maln trovelled arteries leading

m
%)
(&

cut of that city., The house dotss from the veazr 1

T

and was erected for one nanmed Jo“n Richards, a lew
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aind mill svner, Frem.what hzg bheen learned, he made
his gun planes for the hovse, He was determined to

aract the larcest house in the state disconsin, How
near he came to fulfilling thiz arhitieon ig 4 questibn,
but neFerircless he 4id sngeecd in egrecting s house of
unusual size and distinction, The four flcors contzain

thitiy-two roome 211 told, winieh iz rfuite a number

when one congidere that but one family was te occupy

j

the house, chegt the usrer story which wag planned and

hailt te house the milihands.

It ia of iﬁﬁerest to note that sach of the four floors,
inciuding the bhasewent, contuine the sane number of
rooms (8, And Tourteen of these rﬁems.aré used for
gle=sning nurgoses, fABvery room ih the'entiré.house is

odadly. shaped in that they all have more than Tour walls,

The house was built over & periocd of three years. A1l

truction was nauleﬂ by horse

H

material used in its con
and wagon from the city of Milwaukee some forty miles .
distant., The oresent owner will tell you that the

“house ariginally cost

350,000,00 to build which of cour e



WES & tidy_sum for that purpose in the 18bB0‘'s,
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The house wus built like & fort, strong and massiva,

very room in the house,‘aﬁ mentioned before, is oddly

shaped, But the unusml feaature about the olanning of the

heuse iz the inacceseibiliiy of sowme of thne rooms, A

study of the plans revesls the asiounding

gein access Lo one of the bedrooms it is necessarv o

paszs thyroush two bed rooms and & conneciting hall to et

)

The absence of bath rooms, excest oume which i1s a late
addition to the house, should be commented upon., The

fact alse should be noted that cich floor conlsine a

- water hydrant, Trom these the water wes no doubt drawn

and then carrisd to the various rogme in contasiners of

zome kind or cther,

There are but Few details of %he old house that are

L

inspiring, thouzh it muat be admittisd that the door

znd window trim offers a zood story of simple prefilss,

“Then ths front doorway is of more than rpassing interast,

"But the rest of the details at the siructure are very

commonnlace, Whether they are Victorian or Jigsaw is

left to the ingquiring nind,

The spiral stsircase oceurs as exactly in the center
of the hovse as was vossible to place it., This is &

; masterp£éce of the stair builder's art and musy an



artisan today can weil profit

¥ost of the narrow piszza

an tvwo lavels hes

around the

Further invastigsticn of this

3

zlmo revaezled the fact that t

furnace leocosted thaers

gleven foot long logs.
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It may be of further interest
famous oeotzzonal heouse at the
vhich was formed the
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heen removed, This was ool
entire house and the two

ected which sesms

contained an
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s1Ad mother

"House of

a5t Watertormm,

hy making a study of it.

extending arcund the house

ntinmious
floore of the same

gnite unusudl,

immense ovem,
the house has
Ny nrated

hkalilnm

nrecervation

state of
deecendants ¢f the orizina
J90 rears of aze, and

tﬁ note th the now
"Oentury of

Temorrow} vag an iagsoir
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